
ZACK AND NATE
Before Reading

● Discuss the children’s experiences with brothers and 
sisters.

● Provide the students with a synopsis of the story.

● Have a discussion with the students about why Zack 
might not want to share his toys with Nate.

● Show the children the Table of Contents.

During the Reading

Listen to students read and be prepared to help them
problem-solve new words.  You can use a small chalkboard or
a white-board to demonstrate breaking new words apart
(such as holding and sandbox).  

After the Reading

● Discuss the story. Ask: Why do you think baby Nate was 
crying?  How did Zack help? What were some of the things 
Nate wanted to play with? 

● Use magnetic letters or a white-board to look at the words
hold, began, and nicely.  Show the students how to break 
these words apart.

Extending the Story

● Have the students write a third chapter about Nate and  
Zack.

● Have the children choose a partner to read the story with.

Running Words
Chapter 1: 176
Chapter 2: 228
Level 13/H

Story Synopsis

In Chapter I, Zack gets
a new brother, Nate.
Nate is always crying.
Mom does lots of
things to try to stop
Nate from crying, and
Zack helps, too.
In Chapter 2, Zack
does not want to share
his toys with Nate.
Finally, in the end,
Zack shares a car with
his brother.

Blackline Master

After reading the
story, have the
students brainstorm
questions that might
be answered by
reading the story.  Ask
them to write two
questions  and have a
partner answer them.  



SCARED AT NIGHT
Before Reading

● Discuss the cover picture.  

● Provide the students with a synopsis of the story.

● Have a discussion with the students about their 
experiences of being scared of the dark. 

● Show the children the Table of Contents.

During the Reading

As the children read, listen and encourage them to read with
an animated voice.  Prompt them to use the quotation marks
and make it sound “like talking.”  If they have difficulty with
the word isn’t on page 5, ask, “Does it look like a word you
know?”  Cover the part n’t and tell them it is like is or use a
white board or magnetic letters to show them the relationship
between isn’t and is. 

After the Reading

Discuss Chapter 1. Ask: What happened in the morning? Have
them relate their own experiences of going to bed late.  After
reading Chapter 2, let them talk about how Kai solved the
problem of being scared while outside in the tent.

Extending the Story

● Have the students write about a sleep-over experience.

● Have the children practice reading the book into a tape 
recorder.

Running Words 
Chapter 1: 179
Chapter 2: 230
Level 14/H

Story Synopsis

In Chapter 1, Kai
keeps seeing scary
things and it is
keeping him from
sleeping.  Dad comes
in and tells him to go
to sleep. In Chapter 2,
Kai goes to sleep over
at Jake’s house.  They
plan to sleep outside
in a tent.  Kai keeps
hearing things that
keep him awake.
Finally, he has a good
idea to solve his
problem and how to
go to sleep. 

Blackline Master

After the students read
both chapters have
them fill in each box of
the story map with the
setting, characters,
problem, and solution.
After  students
complete this task,
have them compare
their maps. 



THE HANUKKAH PARTY
Before Reading

● Discuss the cover picture. Talk about Hanukkah.

● Provide the students with a synopsis of the story.

● Have a discussion with the students about what the 
family might do to solve their problem.

During the Reading

Listen to students read and be prepared to help them
problem-solve new words.  You can use a small chalkboard
or a white board to demonstrate breaking new words apart
(such as they’ll and sniffed). 

After the Reading

● Discuss the story. Ask: Why do you think Jake didn’t want 
Mom and Dad to cook something else?  What else could the 
family do to solve the problem?

● Use magnetic letters or a white board to look at the word 
happened.  Show them the parts ( hap pen ed).

● Use magnetic letters or a white board to look at the word 
refrigerator.  Show them the parts (re frig er ator).

Extending the Story

● Have the students write a story about a holiday     
celebration.

● Plan a menu for a party.

Running Words 
Chapter 1: 140
Chapter 2: 126 
Level 15/I

Story Synopsis

Jake and his family are
getting ready for a
Hanukkah party.  Dad
is making potato
pancakes when
disaster strikes. All the
pancakes spill onto the
floor and the cat starts
to eat them. Grandma
and Grandpa come
and save the day.

Blackline Master

Using magnetic letters,
show the students how
to break large new
words into known
parts.  Ask them to
look at the list of
words and break the
words apart on the
black lines.  



THE TREE FORT
Before Reading

● Discuss times students have been told they were too little
or got teased by older siblings. 

● Provide the students with a synopsis of the story.

During the Reading

Circulate and listen to the students reading.  Encourage
them to use the quotation marks and make it sound like
someone is talking. If they have difficulty with the word
we’ve, cover up the part ve with your finger and tell them
how it starts like a word they know (we).

After the Reading

Discuss Chapter 1.  Ask: How did Kira and Evan get Max and
Julie to let them up in the tree fort? Why do you think Max and
Julie first told Kira and Evan they were too little to come up?
Discuss Chapter 2.  Ask: Why did Julie and Max change their
minds and decide to go on the sleep-out?  How do you think Kira
felt? 

Extending the Story

● Have the students write their own stories about a tree 
house or fort they may have made.

● Help the students make a fort in the classroom as a place 
for quiet reading.

Running Words
Chapter 1: 160
Chapter 2: 224
Level 14/H

Story Synopsis

Chapter 1  is a story
about Max and the new
tree fort he made with
his Dad.  Kira and her
friend Evan want to go
up, but Max and Julie
tell them they are too
little. In Chapter 2,  Kira
wants to sleep in the tree
fort.  Dad tells her it will
be cold and dark so she
decides to have a
daytime sleep-out.  Max
and Julie make fun of
her idea.

Blackline Master

Have the students look
for words that were in
the story and circle them
in the word search.



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-Blackline Master                             Zack and Nate           Early Transitional Set 2
©Pioneer Valley Educational Press, Inc.  This page is copyright free.

Name _______________________

Directions: Think of two questions that could be answered by reading
your book.  Write each question, making sure you have a capital at the
beginning of your question and a question mark at the end.  Then have a
partner, who has read your book, answer the questions.

QQuueessttiioonn  11
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

AAnnsswweerr  11
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

QQuueessttiioonn  22
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

AAnnsswweerr  22
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Blackline Master                             Scared at Night Early Transitional Set 2
©Pioneer Valley Educational Press, Inc.  This page is copyright free.

Name _______________________

SSttoorryy  MMaapp
Directions: Fill in each box of the story map with the setting, characters,
problem and solution. 

SSeettttiinngg  ((WWhheerree  ddiidd  tthhee  ssttoorryy  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee??))

CChhaarraacctteerrss  ((WWhhoo  iiss  iinn  tthhee  ssttoorryy??))

PPrroobblleemm  ((WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  pprroobblleemm  iinn  tthhee  ssttoorryy??))

SSoolluuttiioonn  ((HHooww  iiss  tthhee  pprroobblleemm  ssoollvveedd??))



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Blackline Master                            The Hanukkah Party                                  Early Transitional Set 2
©Pioneer Valley Educational Press, Inc.  This page is copyright free.

Name _______________________

TTaakkiinngg  WWoorrddss  AAppaarrtt
Directions: Look for parts in the new words that you know and show
where you can break them apart. (Example: winter  - w  in  t  er)

slammed

patting

quitter

thinner



jghdjswelcomekgjerish
eMaxkghdielskgidhesk
gwoodjdhsnbjdhgjdhfjd
hstheirkgwhengjdkgda
roundkgdhfortjdhskgh
elpingkdhskghethanksg
jdheibubuildgjdshgoshgj

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Blackline Master                             The Tree Fort Early Transitional Set 2
©Pioneer Valley Educational Press, Inc.  This page is copyright free.

Name _______________________

WWoorrdd  SSeeaarrcchh
Directions: Find words that were in your story.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


